
Dear members of the NZFHS 

I have met some of you before during the keuring tours of the past, while  I was a member of the 

board of ANZFHS and was assisting the jury and our members at the various keuring locations. I have 

also conducted several clinics in Australia and New Zealand over the years.  

In my working life I have been an IT and Business Systems Project Manager and trainer/consultant. 

My “hobby” has been horse riding initially (dressage), and later on driving and breeding. The hobby 

became more time consuming and I moved from Sydney to Tamworth in New South Wales so the 

“hobby” became a business on the side.  

My first Friesian, a stallion bred by Dianne Hill in WA, was Avalon and he came to me in 1987 as a 2 

½ year old. This happened because I was asked during my studies of horse management in 1984 to 

write an essay about the Friesian breed, at that time totally unknown in this part of the world. 

Although I had experienced some Friesians when I lived in the Netherlands, I did not know that much 

about the breed….but I wrote more than 50 p[ages, the first publication in English! I visited Di a few 

times and she asked me if I could do some promotion with one of her young stallions in Easter 

Australia……..and that was it… 

So I bred partbreds initially, not much luck in selling them, but some success stories happened 

eventually, and from 1996 I have bred exclusively purebreds. I went to my first stallion show in 1991, 

a one day show then, met the famous Jochem 259 and then in summer I watched Piet de Boer set 

the alltime record of 40 horses driven in harness. I went to many keurings and met many breeders 

and people from the Studbook. I have been a member from the KFPS since 1984.  

In 2005 I was asked to nominate for the ANZFHS board, and was voted in. I became president in 

2009 and retired from the board in 2017. I have been involved in the ANZ keurings from the 

beginning and organised the last 4 keuring tours. I have been awarded a lifetime member of the 

AFHS. 

The KFPS director suggested to me to nominate for the KFPS council of members in 2010 to 

represent countries outside Europe and was elected in 2011. I will complete my tenure in the council 

during the May meeting in 2019. I am proud to say that I have been able to achieve some of our 

objectives during that time, and the Studbook awarded me the silver pin for services to the breed 

and the studbook.  

To further develop my knowledge of the Friesian Breed, I participated in the first course “judging the 

Friesian” organised by the KFPS specially for foreign members that was conducted in English. Since 

then I participated in 3 more levels and have judged at shows such as the Queensland State 

Championships and the Royal Melbourne Summer Horse Show.  

I bred many horses and entered several times in the keurings. My first local keuring championship 

was in 2003. In 2009 our imported mare became the first provisional crown mare in ANZ and she 

became the ANZ supreme champion. Unfortunately we lost her due to colic 3 years ago. We have a 

very beautiful young mare from her who has the “preferent” combination of Norbert x Beart x 

Anton! 

Over the years I have written and contributed to many articles in magazines, including the Phryso 

magazine. I love sharing the knowledge I have obtained over the years with members and others 

that admire the Friesian Breed and I am looking forward to meeting you all at the clinic! 


